
ORDER OF SERVICE 
15 April 2022 
Good Friday 

GATHER 

Call to Worship Isaiah 53: 5,6  (responsive)                                                                                         Rev Allan Smith 

Hymn/Song When I Survey the Wondrous Cross TIS 342  

First Reading Isaiah 52:13 to 53:12 Pam Elliot 

Opening Prayer Rev Allan Smith 

Song Lift high the cross  TIS 351  

The 1st word Luke 23:34a – followed by prayer Pam Elliot 

Song 
Forgive our sins as we forgive 

TIS 635 (tune: TIS 129 
Amazing grace) 

 

The 2nd word Luke 23:43 – followed by prayer Pam Elliot 

Song   Jesus remember me… ( x3)    TIS 730  

The 3rd word John 19: 26,27 – followed by prayer Helen Evans 

Song In Christ alone    
SCE[3] 1311/ 
CCLI 3350395 

 

The 4th word Matthew 27:46 – followed by prayer Helen Evans 

Song How deep the Father's love for us   
SCE 185/P&W 

841/CCLI 1558110 
 

The 5th word John 19:28 – followed by prayer Helen Evans 

Song Jesus, keep me near the cross   SCE 834/CCLI 36736  

Sermon The Cross Rev Allan Smith 

The 6th word John 19:30 – followed by prayer Rev Allan Smith 

Song  I will offer up my life      
SCE 265/CCLI 

1083764 
 

The 7th word John 19: 38-42 Rev Allan Smith 

Lord’s Prayer   Rev Allan Smith 

Song 
Jesus Christ [Once again] 

P&W 855/SCE 
274/CCLI 1564362 

 

Benediction Rev Allan Smith 

 
 
 
 

Preaching Rev Allan Smith 

Worship Introduction Rev Allan Smith 

Praise Leader NA 

Piano Nicky Rippingale 

Backup Singers  

Additional music  

Sound System Nathan Rippingale 

Data Operator Harry Rippingale 

Power Point Producer Nathan Rippingale 

Bible Readers Pam Elliot & Helen Evans 
Church Steward Ian Rippingale 

Retiring Offering Counters Ian Rippingale & Help wanted 

 



A SERVICE OF REFLECTION AND PRAYER 
ON THE EVENTS OF THAT FIRST GOOD FRIDAY. 

 
Good Friday Year C                    Gladstone 15/04/2022 

 
Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Isaiah 53: 5,6 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 

 
SONG When I survey the wondrous cross TIS 342 (Tune 654: O waly, waly) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 52:13 to 53:12 (Pam) 
 
OPENING PRAYER:  

Gracious and merciful God, we thank you for gathering us together today  
to recall the events which happened on Calvary that first Good Friday. 
     We come overwhelmed by the depth of Jesus’ love for us, 
 and his commitment to defeat evil,  
     even when that meant his own suffering and his own death. 
In his willingness to make us righteous, he poured himself out to death, 
      even death on a cross, and so, in response to such love and sacrifice,  
we commit ourselves as his disciples to overcome evil with good,  
      suffering with wholeness,  
and oppression with justice in Jesus' name. Amen 

 
THE SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS 
The service this morning is titled “Seven words from the cross”. It is a service of reflection and 
prayer on the events of that first Good Friday. There will be no long readings apart from the one 
from Isaiah you have already heard. Each “word” will be introduced with a short reading and 
will be followed by a short prayer, with opportunities also at times for some silent prayer before 
a song is sung and the next word in introduced. Please remain seated throughout the service 
until we come to the last song and you will be invited to stand. 
 
SONG Lift high the cross TIS 351 

 
THE FIRST WORD (Pam) 
Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34a)  
 
We give thanks that Jesus did as he told others to do, and forgave those who treated him so 
badly. And so, God of grace and immeasurable mercy, help us to overcome any hurts caused 
by wrongs done to us, and to reach out in reconciling love and to pray with Jesus “forgive 
them.” 
 
SONG Forgive our sins as we forgive  TIS 635 (tune : TIS 129 Amazing grace) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhvXOIVsRv4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbcBXYP4AlE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqG_iQwqEOE
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THE SECOND WORD (Pam) 
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 
 
We pray for all those who want to repent and begin a new life, but who feel that it is too late; 
let us pray that they will learn from the dying thief that Christ is the one nearest to them, and 
that paradise is as close as he is.  Give us the assurance, O God,  that whatever we have done, 
nothing can separate us from your love.  And let us, pray as the thief prayed: "Jesus, remember 
me, when you come into your kingdom". 
 
SONG Jesus remember me… ( x3)   TIS 730  
 
THE THIRD WORD (Helen) 
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from 
that hour the disciple took her into his own home. (John 19: 26, 27)  
 
We pray for families known to us who are experiencing difficult times - people whose fears 
and uncertainties about the future are causing stress and conflict; those where relationships 
are close to breaking down or have broken down; those who suffer abuse within the family 
circle. Pray for members of your own family - that Christ may underpin relationships which 
are faced with the worst blows which life can give. 
 
Silent prayer: Pray for families. 
 
SONG In Christ alone   SCE[3] 1311/CCLI 3350395 

 
THE FOURTH WORD (Helen) 
And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) 
 
We pray for all people who feel forsaken; for young and old, whatever their circumstances; 
and for ourselves when we feel forsaken or rejected.  May we never forget that God’s love for 
us is everlasting and genuine. 
 
Silent prayer: Bring to mind and pray for those whom you know to be sorrowful... lonely... 
separated from friends and family... from culture... from land... 
 
SONG How deep the Father's love for us  SCE 185/P&W 841/CCLI 1558110  

 
THE FIFTH WORD (Helen) 
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I 
am thirsty.” (John 19:28)  
 
There are - right now - countless people - men, women and children in the world who are 
undernourished, and dying of starvation. We pray that the Holy Spirit will empower us to 
answer the cries of those who suffer physical and mental distress through lack of food and 
water, both here in this country and throughout the world. 
 
SONG Jesus, keep me near the cross  SCE 834/CCLI 36736 
 
SERMON The Cross 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6tVReXsioM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn9-UNer6MQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKDujmtyAVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPtUwVoJsi8
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THE SIXTH WORD (Allan) 
When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up 
his spirit. (John 19:30)  
 
As Jesus said “It is finished”, we give thanks for his life of love and his painful death for us and 
for our world. Even at the point of death, he cared about others. We pray, O God, for like 
minds and as deep a care for others, as we commit ourselves, and all those dear to us, into 
your hands. May they know that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, shall be able to separate us from your love O 
God, revealed so clearly in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Silent prayer: Offer thanks to God for this incredible gift of love given to us at such cost by Jesus. 
  
SONG I will offer up my life   SCE 265/CCLI 1083764 

 
THE SEVENTH WORD (Allan) 
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having 
said this, he breathed his last. (Luke 23:46) 
 
Teach us, O Lord, to fear death as little as we fear sleep; and fill our lives with the hope and 
faith of the resurrection, in the knowledge that in death our lives pass into the hands that 
made the world - the hands of the Creator. And may we place our lives in those hands while 
life is strong and full and sweet. 
 
O God, with thanksgiving, into your hands we commit our lives. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SHARING A SIGN OF PEACE 
We have gathered here this morning in memory of our Saviour's death. It was his great wish 
and command that we all should love one another and forgive one another. Let us express that 
love and forgiveness to one another by saying: “The peace of the Lord be with you always.” 
 
If you have come prepared to make an offering, please do so as you quietly leave the sanctuary, 
following the benediction. 
 
SONG Jesus Christ [Once again] P&W 855/SCE 274/CCLI 1564362 

 
BENEDICTION. 
Go in peace. May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, even death on a 
cross, keep you and strengthen you today and for ever. Amen. 
 
All depart in silence 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihUko9M6dpA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebFji3n0cCA

