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Many	of	you	here,	will	be	old	enough	 to	 remember	 the	popular	protest	 song	 from	the	
1960s,	Eve	of	Destruction.	This	song,	written	by	P.	F.	Sloan	in	1964	has	been	recorded	by	
several	artists—the	best-known	being	Barry	McGuire,	who,	by	the	way,	 later	became	a	
Christian	singer	and	songwriter.	The	first	verse	and	chorus	of	Eve	of	Destruction,	goes	like	
this—and	no,	I’m	not	going	to	sing	it:	
	

The	Eastern	world,	it	is	explodin’	
Violence	flarin’,	bullets	loadin’	
You’re	old	enough	to	kill	but	not	for	votin’	
You	don’t	believe	in	war,	but	what’s	that	gun	you’re	totin’?	
And	even	the	Jordan	river	has	bodies	floatin’	
	
But	you	tell	me	over	and	over	and	over	again	my	friend	
Ah,	you	don’t	believe	we’re	on	the	eve	of	destruction	

	
The	song	references	social	issues	of	its	period,	including	the	Vietnam	War,	the	draft,	the	
threat	 of	 nuclear	war,	 the	 Civil	 Rights	Movement,	 turmoil	 in	 the	Middle	 East,	 and	 the	
American	space	program.	While	some	of	the	particular	scenarios	have	changed,	the	world	
is	not	that	different.	Add	to	it,	a	global	pandemic,	and	we’re	all	there	again.	Barry	McGuire,	
later	published	an	updated	version	of	the	song,	which	referenced	more	recent	issues.	
	
If	there	is	anything	that	has	been	apparent	over	the	last	twelve	months	or	so—with	the	
pandemic,	and	even	longer	with	all	the	other	situations	in	the	world,	with	wars,	famine,	
the	Middle	East,	and	so	on—is	that	the	world	in	which	we	live,	is	broken—well	and	truly	
broken.	Life	and	creation	are	not	as	they	were	meant	to	be.	The	world—and	all	of	those	
in	it,	it	seems—are	slaves	to	brokenness,	sin	and	death.	
	
Humanity	is	broken	and	divided.	We	have	divided	ourselves	by	country,	political	party,	
race,	gender,	religion,	class	and	then	we	proclaim	“We	are	the	best!”	We	work	for	the	good	
of	ourselves	and	“our	people”	at	the	expense	of	the	other.	We	have	chosen	self	instead	of	
God	and	others.	Our	choices,	however,	have	consequences.	
	
We	often	hear	it	said	that	we	should	be	able	to	do	what	we	want	as	long	as	it	doesn’t	effect	
anyone	else.	It	sounds	good	in	theory.	The	truth	behind	the	lie,	however,	is	this:	there	is	
no	such	thing	as	a	morally	significant	choice	that	doesn’t	effect	someone	else.	My	decisions	
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effect	you.	Your	decisions	effect	me.	By	the	very	nature	of	the	way	things	are,	we	live	in	
community,	and	so	our	decisions	affect	others.	As	we	see	throughout	the	Old	Testament,	
sin	grows	exponentially.	What	starts	out	as	one	decision	leads	to	another	and	another	and	
soon	we’re	drowning	in	sin	and	brokenness	and	death.	
	
But,	not	only	have	our	decisions	effected	ourselves	and	other	humans,	Paul	 tells	us	all	
creation	itself	has	been	disjointed—indeed	enslaved	to	death	and	decay—because	of	the	
sinful	choices	of	humanity.	This	makes	perfect	sense	in	light	of	the	Biblical	Story,	doesn’t	
it?	Humans	were	created	with	the	commission	to	be	God’s	ambassadors	throughout	all	
creation.	They	were	to	rule	in	the	way	that	God	would	rule.	We,	however,	rejected	that	
vocation.	We	chose	ourselves	instead.	It	only	makes	sense	that	when	those	who	are	called	
to	love	and	take	care	of	creation	reject	that	vocation,	creation	will	suffer	as	a	result.	
	
Do	we	feel	the	world	is	broken?	Yes.	Yes	we	do.	
	
And	 yet…thanks	 to	 the	 grace	 of	 God,	 the	 depressing	 but	 prophetic	 word	 in	 Eve	 of	
Destruction,	is	not	God’s	final	word	to	the	world,	broken	though	it	may	be.	
	
All	throughout	Scripture,	we	are	met	with	the	promise	that	in	the	end,	God	will	dwell	with	
his	 people.	 It’s	 there	 in	 the	 creation	 of	 the	 tabernacle	 and	 Temple.	 It’s	 there	 in	 the	
promises	of	the	prophets.	God	will	dwell	with	his	people.	God’s	glory	will	return	to	the	
Temple,	 never	 to	 leave	 again.	 Indeed,	 all	 of	 creation	 will	 one	 day	 be	 the	 Temple	 of	
Almighty	God.	
	
Paul	says	that	one	day	creation’s	groans	to	be	set	free	from	its	bondage	to	decay	will	be	
answered.	There	is	coming	a	day	when	all	that	is	wrong	with	the	world	will	be	made	right	
again.	Brokenness,	death	and	decay	do	not	have	the	last	word.	Rather	than	destruction,	
restoration,	redemption	and	life	have	the	last	word.	Love	has	the	last	word.	
	
The	way	Paul	speaks	of	this	is	quite	interesting,	to	say	the	least.	We	might	expect	Paul	to	
say	that	one	day	God	will	come	down	and	fix	everything.	God	will	wave	his	magic	wand	
and	all	will	be	made	right.	But	that’s	not	what	Paul	says.	Paul	says:	
	

creation	has	been	groaning	in	labour	pains	until	now;	and	not	only	the	creation,	but	

we	ourselves,	who	have	the	first	fruits	of	the	Spirit,	groan	inwardly	while	we	wait	for	
adoption,	the	redemption	of	our	bodies.	
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Paul	uses	an	 interesting,	memorable,	and	striking	metaphor,	here.	Presently	the	whole	
creation,	he	says,	groans	in	labour	pains;	its	condition	is	like	a	woman	giving	birth	to	a	
child.	Something	is	about	to	happen.	There	is	going	to	be	an	outcome.	But	for	now	there	
is	waiting.	In	God’s	own	time	the	entire	creation	will	share	what	Christians	have	now—
adoption	 by	 God	 and	 transformation	 into	 a	 new	 status,	 redemption.	 Even	 the	 phase	
“redemption	of	our	bodies”	points	to	a	final	renewal	of	ourselves	in	our	totality,	including	
our	bodily	existence.	
	
There	is	the	image	here	of	all	of	creation,	including	ourselves,	waiting	in	eager	expectation	
for	the	adoption	of	God’s	children—for	God’s	children	to	take	up	the	vocation	they	were	
given	in	the	first	place.	
	
Paul	reminds	us	that	although	we	used	to	be	enslaved	to	sin—although	we	used	to	be	the	
hands	and	feet	of	division	and	destruction	and	death—that	is	no	longer	so.	We	have	a	new	
obligation,	a	new	master—the	Spirit	of	God.	As	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ	we	have	been	set	
free	from	the	chains	we	put	on	ourselves	while	we	were	yet	sinners.	Now,	as	followers	of	
Christ,	we	live	life	through	the	Spirit.	The	Spirit	we	see	in	action	in	our	reading	from	Acts	
this	morning	as	the	disciples	were	filled	and	began	to	speak	in	other	languages.	The	Spirit	
we	see	in	action	throughout	the	book	of	Acts	as	faithful	followers,	led	by	the	spirit,	shared	
the	gospel	wherever	they	went.	
	
Now,	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	we	are	able	to	take	up	the	vocation	we	once	rejected	because	
sin.	Creation	itself	is	waiting	for	us	to	take	up	our	vocation,	that	creation	itself	might	take	
part	in	the	freedom	we	already	experience.	As	we	share	in	Christ’s	freedom,	we	are	the	
hands	and	feet	of	that	freedom	throughout	all	creation.	
	
Now,	just	in	case	you	begin	to	think	it	is	us	who	bring	in	the	kingdom—it	is	not.	We	do	not	
bring	 in	 the	 Kingdom	 on	 our	 own.	While	 we	 play	 a	 part	 through	 our	 obedience	 and	
Christian	 discipleship,	 it	 is	 not	 in	 our	 own	 efforts	 by	 which	 creation	 is	 set	 free	 from	
bondage	to	decay.	But,	neither	is	it	true	that	we	sit	back	and	let	God	do	it	all.	Like	Moses	
setting	the	Hebrews	free	from	slavery	in	Egypt,	we	do	not	do	it	alone,	we	have	a	role	to	
play,	a	vocation	to	fulfill.	
	
Here	in	Paul’s	letter	to	the	Romans,	we	have	one	of	the	most	sensitive	discussions	within	
all	of	Scripture	concerning	the	plight	of	the	creation.	The	creation	is	in	a	sorry	state.	It	is	
groaning,	and	its	groans	are	like	that	of	a	women	in	labour.	That	is	not	all,	of	course.	During	
her	groaning	a	mother-to-be	 looks	 forward	with	eager	anticipation	 for	 the	delivery	 to	
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occur.	That	will	mean	the	end	of	suffering,	and	it	also	means	a	gift	of	new	life	for	both	her	
and	the	child.		
	
What	is	also	important	in	the	passage	is	the	clear	affirmation	that	God	cares	deeply	about	
the	 creation.	God	has	not	 abandoned	 it.	And	 since	 that	 is	 so,	 the	Christian	 community	
cannot	 turn	away	from	it	 in	 favour	of	some	momentous	rescue	operation,	 ignore	 it,	or	
destroy	 it.	 On	 the	 contrary,	 the	 Christian	 community	 is	 bound	 to	 care	 for	 it.	 Our	
expectation	of	a	new	creation	in	God’s	good	time	does	not	negate	the	importance	of	the	
creation	we	 have.	We	do	 not	 seek	 to	 escape	 from	 the	 creation—we	 affirm	 a	 common	
destiny	with	it.	It	is	our	home.	
	
The	word	we	hear	this	morning	from	Paul	is	an	extension	of	the	promise	of	Pentecost.	
Peter	told	the	people	that	if	they	turned	away	from	their	old	life	and	were	baptized,	they	
would	receive	forgiveness	and	the	gift	of	the	Spirit	(Acts	2:38).	We	gather	today	as	people	
of	 the	Spirit.	Paul	 tells	us	that	 this	Spirit,	who	indwells	us,	 intercedes	with	God	on	our	
behalf.	This	 is	 especially	 true	when	 life	 so	overwhelms	us	 that	we	 can’t	 find	words	 to	
speak	to	God.	
	
It’s	true	for	most	Christians	that	they	do	not	know	how	to	pray	as	they	ought.	The	good	
news	is	that,	regardless	of	that,	 the	Spirit	 is	also	at	prayer	within	the	inner	life	of	God,	
interceding	for	them.	That	does	not	mean	that	Christians	should	therefore	stop	praying	
and	let	the	Spirit	do	all	the	praying	for	them.	Paul	assumes	that	believers	will	continue	to	
pray,	even	if	their	prayers	seem	inadequate.	But	even	though	prayers	by	believers	seem	
to	be	halting,	and	so	much	is	left	out,	the	Spirit	is	boundless,	active,	and	gracious,	picking	
up	where	we	need	help.	
	
So	we	live	between	what	 is	and	what	 is	coming.	 Indeed,	we	feel	 the	brokenness	of	 the	
world,	but	we	also	know	a	new	creation	is	coming.	We	have	a	calling,	a	vocation	in	the	
midst	of	the	coming	new	creation.	We	are	the	place	where	God’s	Spirit	dwells.	We	are	the	
hands	and	feet	of	that	new	creation	in	the	midst	of	the	brokenness,	that	God’s	kingdom	
might	come	on	earth	as	it	already	is	in	heaven.	The	question	for	us	is:	How	will	we	live	
into	our	vocation?	
	
To	God,	the	holy	Spirit,	be	all	glory,	honour,	majesty	and	power.	Amen.	
	


