
ORDER OF SERVICE 
14 March 2021 

Lent 4 

GATHER 

Call to Worship   Rev Allan Smith 

Hymn/Song Psalm of Thanks CCLI Song # 861918 Tony Leong 

Prayer of Invocation  Rev Allan Smith 

Praise Time (10min) Who You Say I Am 
Living Hope 

CCLI Song # 7102401 
CCLI Song # 7106807 

Tony Leong 

Welcome & Visitors candles, 
Celebrations, Green Cards 

Rev Allan Smith 

Prayer: Adoration, Confession, 
Declaration of Forgiveness 

Rev Allan Smith 

Passing the Peace  

Children’s Story  Selena/Emily 

Song God is For Us CCLI Song # 7121853 Tony Leong 

HEAR THE WORD 

Bible Readings Numbers 21: 4-9;              Ephesians 2: 1-10;                 John 3: 14-21 Pam Elliott 

Message Giving Thanks Rev Allan Smith 

Song  (Optional) Worthy is the Lamb CCLI Song # 3217555 Tony Leong 

RESPOND 

Affirmation of Faith A Lenten Creed 

Offering Dedication Rev Allan Smith 

Notices & Concerns of the Church Gavin Caird 

Prayers of the People Gavin Caird 

Communion Song At the Cross CCLI Song # 7017786 Tony Leong 

Communion Rev Allan Smith & Elders 

Song (after Communion) All the People Said Amen CCLI Song # 6518275 Tony Leong 

BLESS 

 Mission/Benediction Rev Allan Smith 

Benediction/Going Out Song All the People Said Amen CCLI Song # 6518275 Tony Leong 

 

Preaching Rev Allan Smith 

Worship Introduction Rev Allan Smith 

Notices of the Church & Prayers of the People Gavin Caird 

Bible Reader Pam Elliott 

Song Selector Tony Leong 

Piano Selena Anderson  

Backup Singers Fiona Binney 

Additional Music  

Sound System Isaiah Kafoa 

Data Operator David Potter 
Power Point Producer David Potter 

Offering Collectors NA 

Communion Bread NA 
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Blessed is the kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now 
and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 107:1-3,17-22) 

Come to worship the Source of all being 
with thanksgiving and praise, 
We gather to worship the divine mystery 
who is good 
and whose lovingkindness is for ever.  
Come to worship the Source of all being 
with a sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
We gather to worship the divine mystery  
whose lovingkindness is shown 
in word and deed. 
Come to worship the Source of all being 
with songs of joy. 
 
Let us worship God. 
 

SONG Psalm of thanks (sorry, no YouTube video available) 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

God of ever-flowing love, with trust in your overflowing grace we gather together 
this day. By faith we come before you not as strangers but as friends. By faith in 
your grace we worship you, knowing that you do not belittle our patchy praise. By 
faith in your grace we expect to hear your Word, and by faith we hope to fulfill it. 
Encourage us, loving God, to be bold in our trust, enthusiastic in worship, and 
humble in our service—through Christ Jesus our Redeemer. Amen! 

 
SONGS Who you say I am 
 
  Living hope 
   
PRAYER OF ADORATION 

When once we let sin coil itself around our hearts, 
you wrap us in the comforting shawl of grace. 
When once we obsessed over us, 
you freed us to give our selves away to the world. 
Ceaseless Creator, your love overwhelms us 
each and every day. 
 
Where once we sat by the edge of the way, 
with sin and death on either side, 
now we can pull up a chair next to you, to rest our lives on you. 
Where once we hungered for love and thirsted for compassion, 
now we are filled at your Table. 
Healing Hope, your grace flows through us 
each and every day. 
 
When we are tempted to submit our resumes to the Evil One, 
you put us to work, caring for the outsiders. 
When we are tempted to mutter our way through each moment, 
you teach us songs of grace. 

https://youtu.be/lKw6uqtGFfo
https://youtu.be/9f2FXxDVO6w
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Faithful Spirit, your peace surrounds us 
each and every day. 
 
You are with us each and every day, 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
even as we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy One, we confess to you that our thoughts are not often on the sacred, on the 
holy, but on the things that trip us up. We compare ourselves to those with wealth 
and power and we desire what others have. We hold high standards for those in 
need, that they should be able to get by on so little, when we have so much. We 
spend our energy in countless ways on things that do not matter eternally while 
ignoring the plight of those around us.  
 
Forgive us. Call us into your ways of Your Eternal Beloved Community, to love one 
another, to lift up one another, to care for each other’s needs as if they were our 
own. Lift up our gaze from the temporary so we may seek the eternal around us.  
 
In your name we pray. Amen. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that through him the world might be saved. 
Though we were dead through our sins, 
in great mercy, God has spoken a word of healing 
and made us alive together with Christ. 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Be at peace. 
Your sins are forgiven. 
 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

SONG God is for us 
 
BIBLE READINGS 
   
  Numbers 31:4-9 
 
  Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
  John 3:14-21 
 
SERMON Giving thanks  sermon.mp3 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER 

The manner of your loving, O God, is shown in your giving. Accept the gifts we 
bring; signs and tokens of our daily life, our labour and our love. Guide us in their 
use for the glory of your name, and your light to the world, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

https://youtu.be/iPZnFLhltzQ
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+31%3A4-9&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A1-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A14-21&version=NRSV
https://gladstoneuniting.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Sermons_B/Eph.-2.1-10-l4b-2021_givingthanks.pdf
https://gladstoneuniting.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Sermons_B/Eph.-2.1-10-l4b-2021_givingthanks.mp3
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God, our great provider, you listen to our complaints, our questions and our 

concerns and never turn away. You provide healing for us when our souls are in 

pain. Set your love before us and keep inviting us to look up and live. We thank you 

for sending your blessings not only to us but to all of creation. (Num 21:4-9) 

 

God, our great redeemer, your love for this world endures forever. You gather your 

children from all the lands on this earth. Where there is hatred, we ask you to send 

love. Where there is warfare, we ask you to send peace. Where there is violence, 

we ask you to send serenity. Where natural disasters threaten life today and into 

the future, we ask you to send hope. (Ps 107:1-3, 17-22) 

 

God, our merciful Saviour, while we choose death by turning away, You choose to 

give us life. You continually provide that life not only when our bodies die but 

abundantly each and every moment here and now. Help us to believe in your 

mercy. Raise up faithful leaders for your Church, that the message of your love may 

continue to be told with joy.  

 

God, our just judge, by your grace our sins are healed. We pray that our physical, 

mental and spiritual wounds might be touched by your healing hand.  

 

This morning, we pray especially for… 

 

 

 

 

 

Because you love the world you send healing in many ways, some we recognize, 

others we don’t. Help us to accept your will for our lives and to trust in your 

wisdom. (John 3:14-21) 

 

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION SONG Love ran red (At the Cross) 
 
SONG All the people said amen 
 
WORD OF MISSION AND BENEDICTION 

Go now, and live as people made by God for good works. 
Live your life in God openly in the light so all may see. 
Celebrate God’s love with a sacrifice of praise, 
and tell your story of salvation with joy. 
 
And may the grace… 

https://youtu.be/PiGFSOAb3Vo
https://youtu.be/T9ifzzMD7zk
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A Lenten Creed 

 

 

We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 

who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 

 

We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 

and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 

 

We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 

who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 

 

We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 

and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 

 

We believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination, 

and that our path leads to a human glory we cannot yet imagine. 

 

We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 

and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 

 

This is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ. 

Amen 

 
— from Traveling to Easter with Jesus as our Guide, posted on the website of Patmos Abbey—The Order of 

Saint Columba. http://www.patmosabbey.org/ 

 

http://www.patmosabbey.org/
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HOLY COMMUNION: Lent 4 Year B PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  
It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God,  
for in lasting love you gave your only Son, WORD OF MISSION AND BENEDICTION 
so that all who trust in him may have eternal life.  
  
In the beginning you spoke the word of life And may the grace… 
and brought the world into being.  
You rescued a people from oppression, 
and even when they rebelled against you 
you heard their cries and snatched them from danger. 
 
In great love and mercy,  
you sent your Son, Jesus, into the world, 
and though he was lifted up on the cross to die, 
you gave the gift of life to all who turned to him in faith. 
 
Raising him from the dead,  
you have given us life in him, 
not because of any works of our own, 
but as a gift from the immeasurable riches of your grace 
given us in Christ, 
now and for the ages to come. 
 
And so we praise you… 
 


	HOLY COMMUNION: Lent 4 Year B

