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The	Kingdom	of	God,	I	am	reliably	informed,	is	like	a	party.	And	we	all	like	a	good	party,	
don’t	we?	We	all	like	a	good	knees	up	with	plenty	of	good	food,	and	refreshing	drink	to	
wash	it	down	with.	Yes,	God	is	throwing	a	party	to	which	everyone	is	 invited—and	no	
social	distancing	will	be	required.	It’s	a	party	being	thrown	in	honour	of	God’s	own	Son,	
Jesus	Christ,	and	as	we	discover	in	the	gospel	accounts,	Jesus	didn’t	mind	the	occasional	
party.	As	we	all	know,	Jesus’	 first	miracle	was	conducted	at	a	wedding	reception.	It’s	a	
party	to	celebrate	Christ’s	finished	work	through	his	death	on	the	cross—to	celebrate	the	
redemption	of	humanity	from	the	consequence	of	sin	and	the	restoration	of	fellowship	
between	God	and	humankind.	What	a	party	that	is	going	to	be.	
	
But,	the	invitation	that’s	going	out	is	not	just	an	ordinary	invitation	to	an	ordinary	party—
Oh	no!	it’s	also	an	invitation	to	know	the	salvation	of	God.	It’s	an	invitation	to	recognise	
the	authority	of	Christ	and	to	submit	to	a	life	of	obedient	discipleship.	Sounds	a	bit	boring,	
but	it	won’t	be,	rest	assured.	
	
And,	it’s	not	an	invitation	just	for	ourselves.	As	the	Christian	author,	Eugene	Peterson	says,	
“God	never	makes	private	salvation	deals.”	It	is	not	just	a	personal	salvation	to	which	God	
is	inviting	us,	but	the	complete	renewal	of	the	world.	And	so,	all	are	invited.	
	
The	parable	of	the	Wedding	Banquet,	that	we	are	looking	at	this	morning,	is	the	third	and	
last	 parable	 in	 this	 series,	 told	 by	 Jesus,	 in	 response	 to	 the	 Pharisee’s	 rejection	 of	 his	
authority.	This	parable	highlights	the	many	ways	in	which	people	have	responded	to…and	
are	still	 responding,	 to	 the	message	of	 the	gospel.	And	of	course,	 the	way	 in	which	we	
respond	to	the	good	news	of	Christ	is	of	vital	importance.	
	
In	the	parable	that	Jesus	tells	here	in	Matthew’s	account	of	the	gospel,	he	describes	four	
ways	 in	 which	 people	 respond	 to	 God’s	 invitation	 to	 join	 the	 Kingdom	 celebration—
indifference,	rejection,	on	their	own	terms	and	those	who	say	“Yes”	to	the	invitation.	The	
first	category	of	people	are…	
	
I.		 THOSE	WHO	RESPOND	WITH	INDIFFERENCE.	
Some	people	have	no	interest	in	God’s	invitation	to	salvation.	They’re	the	ones	who	are	
quite	content	living	their	lives,	looking	out	only	for	themselves.	They’re	not	necessarily	
against	Christianity	or	religion	pe	se,	but	they’re	not	for	it	either.	They	just	don’t	care.	They	
are	happy	for	others	to	believe—if	that’s	your	“thing”,	but	don’t	see	any	value	 in	 it	 for	
themselves.	They	have	more	interest	in	earthly	matters	and	material	things	rather	than	
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in	heavenly	matters	or	 spiritual	 things.	Theirs	 is	an	attitude	of	 secularity—an	attitude	
characterised	by	a	life	of	shallowness	and	self-centredness.	
		
In	the	parable	of	the	Wedding	Banquet,	Jesus	tells	of	those	who,	rather	than	accepting	the	
king’s	invitation,	made	light	of	the	whole	affair.	They	preferred	to	carry	on	their	secular	
lives	as	usual,	one	to	his	business	and	another	to	his	field.	
	
One	of	 the	greatest	 challenges	 for	 the	 church	 today	 is	 indifference	and	apathy—the	 “I	
couldn’t	care	less”	attitude,	that	sees	itself	only	concerned	with	maintaining	status	quo	or	
being	 free	 to	 do	 your	 own	 thing.	Not	 just	 for	 those	 outside	 the	 church	 but	 also	 those	
within.	 It’s	 the	attitude	 that	 says,	 “I	don’t	have	 to	go	 church	every	week,	do	 I?”	or	 “I’ll	
maybe	think	about	spiritual	things	on	Sunday	but	I	can’t	carry	that	through	every	day	of	
the	week.	Get	real!”	
	
In	 the	Book	 of	 Revelation,	 Jesus	 says	 to	 the	 church,	 “I	 know	your	 deeds,	 that	 you	 are	
neither	 cold	 nor	 hot.	 I	 wish	 you	 were	 either	 one	 or	 the	 other!	 So,	 because	 you	 are	
lukewarm—neither	hot	nor	cold—I	am	about	to	spit	you	out	of	my	mouth.”	Not	exactly	a	
pleasant	image,	is	it?	
	
Now,	 if	 apathy	 isn’t	 enough	 for	you,	 then	 the	next	group	of	people	you	might	 find	are	
slightly	more	reactive.	These	are…	
	
I	I.	 THOSE	WHO	RESPOND	WITH	VIOLENT	REJECTION.	
This	is	displayed	in	the	extreme	reaction	by	some,	to	those	who	bear	the	Good	News	of	
Jesus	Christ.	Like	those	in	the	parable,	who	shamefully	grabbed	the	servants,	beat	some	
and	 killed	 others,	 there	 are	 those	 in	 this	 world	 who	 actively	 campaign	 against	 the	
Christian	faith.	
	
This	 is	 this	 situation	 that	 was	 certainly	 characterised	 by	 the	 reaction	 of	 the	 Jewish	
religious	leaders	towards	Jesus.	They	were	not	indifferent.	They	were	actively	plotting	the	
Jesus’	death.	But	this	was	not	the	first	time	the	Jewish	religious	leaders	responded	in	this	
way.	Throughout	the	history	of	the	Jewish	nation,	the	prophets,	whom	God	had	sent	to	
draw	 the	 people	 back	 to	 himself,	were	 ridiculed,	 beaten,	 and	 some	were	 killed.	More	
recently,	they	had	rejected	the	call	of	John	the	Baptist	to	repent	and	prepare	the	way	for	
the	coming	of	the	long-awaited	Messiah.	
	
This	kind	of	rebellion	was	not	only	displayed	in	the	murder	of	John	the	Baptist	and	the	
crucifixion	of	Jesus.	Throughout	the	years	that	would	follow	this	rebellion	has	been	seen	
in	the	persecution	of	early	Christians	and	indeed	throughout	the	history	of	the	church	in	
many	of	its	martyrs.	It	can	still	be	seen	today	in	the	many	places	where	Christian	belief	
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and	worship	 is	a	criminal	offence.	There	are	still	risks	today—serious	risks—for	those	
who	stand	under	the	authority	of	the	gospel	of	Christ.	
	
The	third	kind	of	response	is	not	one	of	apathy,	nor	is	it	one	of	violence—but	it	is	still	a	
serious	problem,	even	today.	The	third	group	are	about	what	suits	“me”.	They	are…	
		
III.	 THOSE	WHO	RESPOND	BY	SAYING,	“I’LL	COME,	BUT	ON	MY	OWN	TERMS?”	
When	the	king	sent	his	servants	into	the	city	streets,	they	were	to	command	all	those	who	
would	come,	 to	come	 just	as	 they	were.	The	king	himself,	would	supply	a	 robe	 for	his	
guests,	so	that	none	would	stand	out	as	being	greater	or	lesser	than	the	other.	No	matter	
who	they	were,	or	what	their	standing	in	life	was—at	the	banquet,	all	would	be	equal.	
	
The	robe	that	God	provides	for	those	who	respond	to	his	invitation,	does	not	represent	
our	 good	 deeds—as	 one	 might	 surmise.	 Instead,	 the	 white	 robe	 is	 a	 symbol	 of	 the	
righteousness,	given	to	us	by	God,	by	virtue	of	what	Christ	has	achieved	on	the	cross.	It	is	
the	 gift	 of	 salvation.	 In	 the	New	Testament,	we	understand	 this	 as	 being	 clothed	with	
Christ.	
	
As	the	king	wandered	around	the	banquet	hall,	meeting	his	guests,	he	came	upon	a	man	
who	 still	 had	on	his	own	clothes.	When	questioned	by	 the	king,	 the	man	was	without	
excuse.	 This	man	 had	 decided	 that	 he	 didn’t	 need	 the	 robe	 provided	 by	 the	 king.	 He	
decided	that	his	clothes	were	good	enough.	He	wanted	to	be	there	but	on	his	own	terms.	
The	idea—this	presumption—that	his	presence	before	the	king	could	be	on	his	own	terms	
was	abhorrent	to	the	king,	who	summarily,	had	the	man	thrown	out.	This	man	had	nothing	
to	say	in	defence	of	himself.	
	
Salvation	is	always	on	God’s	terms,	never	on	ours.	When	we	come	into	God’s	presence,	we	
come	clothed	only	with	what	God	gives	us—the	righteousness	of	Christ—bought	with	his	
death	on	the	cross.	There	is	nothing	that	we	can	bring	that	equips	us	for	life	in	the	kingdom	
of	heaven.	Our	own	clothing	 is	never	good	enough.	There	 is	no	response	we	can	make	
when	 we	 are	 faced	 with	 the	 contrast	 between	 our	 own	 best	 efforts	 and	 God’s	
righteousness.	 Life	 in	 the	Kingdom	of	 God	 is	 only	 possible	 through	 the	 immeasurable	
grace	of	God,	poured	out	through	his	only	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	
	
The	attitude	that	we	are	to	take	is	represented	in	what	is	called,	the	Prayer	of	Approach.	
It’s	the	prayer	we	pray,	when	we	come	to	the	Communion	Table,	which	says:	
	

We	do	not	presume	
to	come	to	your	table,	merciful	Lord,	trusting	in	our	own	righteousness,	
but	in	your	manifold	and	great	mercies.	
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We	do	not	presume	on	God’s	salvation.	Salvation	is	a	gift,	not	something	we	earn.	It’s	a	
privilege,	not	a	“right”.	
	
And	then	finally—and	this	is	where	we	should	all	want	to	be—there	are…	
		
IV.		 THOSE	WHO	RESPOND	BY	SAYING	“YES”	TO	THE	INVITATION.	
When	the	king	sent	his	servants	into	the	city	streets,	he	commanded	them	to	bring	in	all	
the	people	that	they	could	find,	both	good	and	bad.	He	was	not	asking	his	slaves	to	make	
a	value	 judgement	on	who	should	and	shouldn’t	be	allowed	 to	come.	 Instead,	 it	was	a	
declaration	that	the	invitation	was	open	to	everyone—without	discrimination.	There	is	
an	essential	truth	here	that	those	who	respond	positively	to	the	call	of	God,	need	to	share	
the	good	news	of	Jesus	Christ	with	others	without	discrimination.	All	are	invited.	
	
This	truth	is	also	made	evident	in	Baptism	and	the	regular	celebration	of	the	Eucharist	(or	
Holy	Communion).	In	baptism,	the	candidate	puts	on	the	robe	of	righteousness.	He	or	she	
is	 clothed	with	 Christ.	 The	 old	 nature	 has	 been	 covered	 up	with	 the	 righteousness	 of	
Christ.	In	baptism,	we	die	to	ourselves	and,	as	Paul	puts	it,	now	live	in	Christ,	who	lives	in	
us.	
	
In	Holy	Communion,	all	who	would	partake	are	invited	to	the	table	in	anticipation	of	all	
that	is	to	come.	It’s	that	time	that	we	set	aside	to	consciously	partake	of	the	grace	of	God,	
who	gives	us	food	for	our	spiritual	journey.	In	it,	we	participate,	as	it	were,	in	the	very	life	
and	ministry	of	Christ,	himself.	
	
Our	response	of	“Yes”,	then,	must	always	be	seen	in	the	context	of	the	grace	of	God,	who	
grants	us	the	robe	of	righteousness	so	that	all	may	be	equal	in	the	sight	of	God.	Salvation,	
in	the	final	analysis,	is	not	a	human	accomplishment,	but	is	the	free	gift	of	God’s	sovereign	
grace.	
	
Brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ,	we	have	been	invited	to	share	in	the	celebration	of	Christ's	
finished	work	on	the	cross.	It	‘	an	invitation	to	participate	in	the	salvation	that	only	Jesus	
Christ	 can	 bring.	 The	way	 in	 which	 you	 respond	 to	 that	 invitation	 is	 vital.	 Some	will	
respond	with	 indifference,	 by	 not	 responding	 at	 all.	 Others	will	 respond	with	 violent	
aggression	and	negativity.	Still	others	will	respond	positively,	yet	will	want	to	come	on	
their	 own	 terms,	 by	 way	 of	 good	 works,	 or	 presumption.	 The	 best	 way	 to	 respond,	
however,	is	to	come	as	you	are	and	by	saying,	“Yes”	to	the	grace	of	God,	which	he	freely	
offers	to	you.	
	
To	him	be	all	glory,	honour,	majesty	and	power.	Amen.	


