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Life	 in	 today’s	 society	 is	 typified	 by	 the	 constant	 search	 for	 self-fulfillment	 and	 self-
satisfaction.	 People	 go	 from	 one	 thing	 to	 another	 looking	 for	 that	 elusive	 panacea	 to	
deaden	the	pain	of	an	empty	life.	We	try	“this”,	then	when	the	novelty	wears	off,	we	try	
“that”.	We	emphasize	 the	 supreme	 rights	 of	 the	 individual	 and	 say,	 “Do	whatever	 you	
want,	as	 long	as	 it	doesn’t	hurt	anyone	else.”	We	search	 for	meaning	 in	 life,	 just	about	
everywhere	but	where	we	should.	Therefore,	the	fulfilment	that	we	grasp	is	found	to	be	
temporary	and	hollow.	And	so,	life	goes	on,	down	a	never	ending	spiral	of	self-destruction.	
	
Thomas	Carlyle,	the	well-known	Scottish	writer,	once	said,	“A	man	without	a	purpose	is	
just	 a	waif.”	Real	 life	 cannot	 exist	without	meaning—but	meaning	 comes	at	 a	price.	 It	
comes	 at	 the	 price	 of	 our	 pride	 and	 our	 individuality.	 In	 Jesus’	 conversation	with	 the	
Samaritan	woman	at	the	well—a	conversation	that	revolves	around	water—the	source	of	
this	life	with	true	meaning	is	made	clear.	
	
Now,	we	all	know	that	life	on	earth	as	we	know	it,	cannot	exist	without	water.	This	truth	
is	brought	home	to	us,	particularly	in	times	of	drought—something	that	often	concerns	
many	Australians—particularly	those	living	on	the	land.	In	order	to	feed	your	cattle	and	
water	your	crops,	you	build	dams	and	sink	wells	in	the	hope	of	finding	a	permanent	supply	
of	water—and	pray	for	adequate	rain.	The	ideal	situation	to	be	in,	I	suppose,	would	be	to	
have	a	spring	on	your	property	that	never	ran	dry	or	a	river	that	flowed	all	year	round,	
from	which	you	could	continually	draw.	
	
Water	is	essential	for	life.	Still	water,	however,	if	not	fed	by	a	river	or	spring	will	eventually	
dry	up.	Left	unreplenished,	it	inevitably	stagnates	and	becomes	useless.	Running	water,	
on	 the	 other	 hand,	 contains	 life	 and	 gives	 life	 to	 all	 who	 drink	 from	 it.	 It	 continually	
refreshes	and	revives	a	thirsty	land.	
	
When	we	change	the	emphasis	from	physical	life	to	spiritual	life,	the	analogy	remains	true.	
If	 our	 lives	 are	not	 fed	 from	a	perpetual	 spiritual	 source,	 our	 inner	 being	 or	 soul	will	
ultimately	stagnate	and	die.	If	we	continually	seek	to	find	self-satisfaction	from	the	things	
of	the	physical	world,	our	satisfaction	will	be	short	lived	and	hollow.	
	
For	the	Samaritan	woman	who	came	to	draw	water	at	the	well	at	midday,	life	was	typified	
by	the	monotonously	regular	 filling	of	water	 jars.	Every	day	she	would	have	to	walk	a	
great	distance	in	the	heat	to	replenish	her	supply	of	water.	Most	women,	probably,	would	
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have	come	in	the	cool	of	the	evening.	Perhaps,	because	of	her	poor	reputation	in	the	town,	
she	had	to	come	when	the	other	women	were	not	around.	She	may	have	been	on	the	outer	
with	 the	more	moral	 and	polite	members	 of	 her	 society.	 She	 also	 came	with	her	 own	
particular	needs	and	concerns.	As	we	discover	later,	she	had	been	looking	for	fulfilment	
in	the	temporary	things	of	life—but	hoped,	perhaps,	for	something	more	substantial.	
	
While	resting	from	his	journey	at	the	Well,	Jesus	was	joined	by	the	Samaritan	woman,	who	
had	come	to	draw	water.	Being	Jesus,	he	knew	her	needs,	and	so	begins	to	engage	her	in	
conversation,	asking	her	to	give	him	a	drink	from	the	water	she	has	just	drawn.	To	us,	this	
might	be	a	perfectly	 legitimate	question,	but	 it	 immediately	 created	a	problem	 for	 the	
Samaritan	woman,	for	not	only	was	she	being	spoken	to	by	a	Jewish	man—something	that	
was	just	not	done—she	was	being	asked	to	share	her	cup	with	him—something	that	was	
strictly	 forbidden	under	 Jewish	custom.	You	see,	 Jews	and	Samaritans	didn't	really	get	
along	very	well	and	there	were	all	kinds	of	rules	and	taboos.	
	
Jesus	responds,	to	her	surprise,	by	offering	her	living	water.	His	reference	to	living	water	
has	both	temporal	and	spiritual	connections.	On	the	surface,	Jesus	seems	to	be	implying	
that	he	was	able	to	get	the	best	water	out	of	the	well—not	just	the	still	water	on	the	top,	
that	the	woman	drew	from,	but	the	living	or	flowing	water	that	comes	directly	from	the	
spring	itself,	at	the	bottom	of	the	well.	Jesus’	reference	to	this	living	water,	also	calls	to	
mind,	God,	the	Father;	who	was	called	the	“fountain	of	living	waters.”	But	here,	Jesus	gives	
the	term	a	fresh	understanding.	Here,	he	presents	himself	as	the	giver	of	this	life-giving	
water—a	statement	that	not	only	points	to	his	own	deity	but	looks	forward	to	the	gift	of	
the	Holy	Spirit	that	comes	after	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection.	
	
At	first,	the	woman	chose	to	ignore	the	spiritual	overtones	of	what	Jesus	had	said.	Instead,	
she	 states,	 perhaps	with	 a	 little	 sarcasm,	 “Well,	 if	 you	 can	 reach	 the	 very	deep	 spring	
water,	without	a	rope	or	bucket,	 then	you	must	be	a	very	clever	man,	 indeed.	Are	you	
greater	than	our	ancestor,	Jacob,	who	dug	the	well?”		But	Jesus	ignored	her	question	and	
went	straight	to	the	heart	of	the	matter.	He	talks,	instead,	of	a	well	that,	not	only	never	
runs	dry,	but	springs	up	inside	and	gives	eternal	life.	
	
The	weary	woman	dreams	of	what	it	would	be	like,	not	to	have	to	come	to	fetch	water	
every	day,	not	to	have	to	trek	all	that	way	in	the	heat	of	the	day	for	something	that	will	
not	 last,	 And	 one	 cannot	 help	wondering	 if	 she	 thought	 of	 her	 own	 life	 of	 constantly	
looking	for	fulfilment,	but	finding	only	temporary,	hollow	relief.	
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Up	until	this	point,	the	woman	had	been	humouring	Jesus.	Perhaps,	she	thought	him	just	
a	 little	mad—a	 little	 loco—maybe	he’s	had	 just	a	 touch	 too	much	sun.	But,	 Jesus’	next	
statement	to	her	soon	shakes	her	out	of	her	complacency.		
	
As	the	conversation	continues,	we	find	Jesus	 listening	intently	to	the	woman.	He	could	
have	buffeted	her	with	a	verbal	barrage,	pointing	out	her	sin	or	explaining	complicated	
theological	truths.	But	no,	as	she	speaks,	he	listens.	He	listens	to	her	pain.	He	reads	the	
lines	 of	 anxiety	 on	 her	 face.	 He	 hears	 the	 cry	 of	 a	 person	 who	 desires	 meaningful	
fulfilment.	He	 listens—without	 judgement	 and	without	 condemnation.	Note	 that	 at	no	
time	did	he	make	her	feel	embarrassed	or	threatened.	
	
As	we	reflect	on	that,	we	realize	that	there	are	two	considerations	that	we	need	to	make	
in	relation	to	the	gift	that	Jesus	was	offering.	First,	we	are	led	to	understand	that	the	gift	
that	Jesus	was	offering,	was	a	divine	initiative.	It	was	a	gift	of	God	and	Jesus	was	doing	the	
offering.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	offered	to	us,	not	as	the	result	of	our	seeking	God,	but	as	an	
expression	of	God’s	love	for	us.	“Before	you	were	born,	I	knew	you.”	We	can	only	choose	
God	because	he	has	already	chosen	us.	
	
Secondly,	we	are	shown	that	the	gift	was	being	offered	without	any	strings	attached—
without	any	conditions.	Jesus	makes	no	demands	of	the	woman.	The	gift	of	the	Spirit	of	
God	is	given	as	a	free	act	of	grace.	It’s	not	a	response	to	merit,	otherwise	the	woman	at	the	
well	would	never	have	qualified.	Indeed,	God’s	love	reaches	its	pinnacle,	when	it	is	offered	
without	merit.	
	
And	as	Jesus	spoke,	the	woman	began	to	realize	that	this	was	no	ordinary	man.	Through	
his	understanding	of	her	situation,	she	begins	to	see	him	in	a	new	light.	“I	see	that	you	are	
a	prophet.”	Slowly	but	surely,	she	begins	to	open	up	to	him.	She	begins	to	let	down	her	
guard.	
	
These	days,	we	talk	a	lot	about	finding	ourselves—who	we	really	are.	When	confronted	
with	the	person	of	Jesus,	however,	finding	ourselves	becomes	an	all	too	real	possibility.	It	
means,	coming	to	terms	with	who	we	really	are—sinners	in	the	hand	of	a	merciful	God.	
Jesus	knew	exactly	how	to	draw	out	of	 the	woman—what	she	needed	to	discover	and	
express—that	 is,	 the	 recognition	of	her	own	sinful	nature.	For	 the	woman	at	 the	well,	
confrontation	with	Jesus	meant	owning	up	to	her	present	situation.	Having	done	this,	she	
is	now	prepared	to	receive	the	gift	that	Jesus	was	offering.	
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Then,	perhaps,	because	she	just	wanted	to	change	the	subject	or	really	did	want	to	hear	
Jesus	opinion,	the	woman	asks	a	question	about	the	correct	place	of	worship.	“You	Jews	
say	we	should	worship	in	Jerusalem—we	say	Mount	Gerazim.	What	do	you	say.”	For	the	
Samaritans,	this	was	an	important	question	and	it	provides	the	perfect	opportunity	for	
Jesus	 to	 take	 the	conversation	 further.	 It’s	not	 the	place	 that	matters—true	worship	 is	
spiritual.	 God	 is	 Spirit,	 so	 he	 doesn’t	 require	 places	 or	 things.	 Genuine	 worship	 is	
characterized	by	worship	that	is	made	in	spirit	and	in	truth.	Here,	then,	we	come	to	see	
the	true	purpose	of	the	gift	that	Jesus	is	offering.	
	
Now,	it’s	at	this	point	that	we	often	get	things	mucked	up.	When	we	think	of	the	gift	of	the	
Holy	Spirit,	that	comes	to	dwell	in	the	believer,	we	often	think	in	terms	of	what	the	Holy	
spirit	can	do	for	us.	We	can	begin	to	make	the	same	mistakes	all	over	again—that	is,	we	
become,	once	again,	self-centred.	Sometimes,	we	can	get	so	bound	up	with	the	gifts	of	the	
Spirit,	both	natural	and	supernatural,	that	we	forget	to	focus	on	the	giver	of	the	gifts.	
	
This	passage,	then,	highlights	for	us,	the	true	purpose	of	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit—that	
is,	to	glorify	God.	When	we	worship	God	in	Spirit	and	in	truth,	we	can	only	do	so	with	the	
aid	of	the	Spirit	of	truth—the	Holy	Spirit—who,	then,	aids	and	directs	our	worship	of	God,	
through	Jesus	Christ.	
	
It	is	at	this	point	that	the	woman	at	the	well	finally	gets	to	the	heart	of	the	matter—the	
question	of	the	coming	of	the	Messiah.	“When	the	Messiah	comes,	he	will	explain	it	all	to	
us.”	And	so	here	it	is	that	Jesus	finally	reveals	his	true	self	to	the	woman.	“I	am	he,	the	one	
who	is	speaking	to	you.”	It’s	like	someone	saying,	“I	want	to	speak	to	the	boss.”	And	getting	
the	response,	“Well,	that	would	be	me.”	At	this,	the	woman	realizes	that	Jesus	is	not	just	a	
man,	not	just	a	prophet	but	is,	in	fact,	the	long-awaited	Messiah.	And	so,	with	hope	in	her	
heart,	she	rushes	off	to	tell	everyone.	
	
As	we	begin	to	understand	this	passage,	we	catch	a	glimpse	of	the	reality	of	what	life	with	
Christ	is	really	like.	Like	the	woman	at	the	well,	we	find	that	we’re	able	to	leave	our	pots	
behind.	We	find	that	fulfilment	needs	no	longer	to	be	characterized	by	the	continual	filling	
of	our	metaphorical	clay	water	pots.	Jesus	comes	to	us	where	and	how	we	are,	and	seeks	
to	meet	our	individual	needs.	He	comes	with	a	gift—the	Holy	Spirit—who	indwells	us	and	
provides	the	means	by	which	we	may	worship	God	in	spirit	and	in	truth.	Reception	of	this	
gift	comes	at	the	cost	of	the	reality	of	who	we	are.	And…Jesus	promised	that	when	he	left,	
he	would	send	us	the	comforter,	who	would	lead	us	in	all	truth.	
	
To	him	be	all	glory,	honour,	majesty	and	power.	Amen.	


