
 

 

SEEKING	THE	PEACE	OF	GOD	
	

Advent	2	Year	A		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 																
Is.	11:1-10;	Ps.	72:1-7,	18-19;	Rom.	15:4-13;	Mt.	3:1-12							 								Gladstone	08/12/2019	
	
Recently,	 I	 came	 across	 this	 description	 of	 what	 it	 would	 be	 like	 to	 live	 in	 a	 perfect	

world.			

	

• In	a	Perfect	World	a	person	should	feel	as	good	at	50	as	he	did	at	17,	and	he	would	

actually	be	as	smart	at	50	as	he	thought	he	was	at	17.		

• In	a	Perfect	World	you	could	give	away	a	baby	bed	without	getting	pregnant.		

• In	a	Perfect	World	pro	baseball	players	would	complain	about	 teachers	being	paid	

contracts	worth	millions	of	dollars.		

• In	a	Perfect	World	the	mail	would	always	be	early,	the	check	would	always	be	in	the	

mail,	and	it	would	be	written	for	more	than	you	expected.		

• In	a	Perfect	World	potato	chips	might	have	calories,	but	if	you	ate	them	with	dip,	the	

calories	would	be	neutralized.		

• In	a	Perfect	World	every	once	in	a	while	at	 least,	a	kid	who	always	closed	the	door	

softly	would	be	told,	“Go	back	and	slam	the	door.”	 	 	 												(Richard	Fairchild)	

• And	I	suppose	I	could	add	to	that,	 that	 in	a	perfect	world	you	could	go	to	the	Gym,	

exercise	all	you	want	and	look	and	feel	terrific	in	three	weeks—and	it	doesn’t	hurt	a	

bit.	

						

We	all	long	for	a	perfect	world,	don’t	we—or	at	least	for	a	world	that’s	a	bit	better	than	

this	 one—the	one	we’re	 experiencing	 at	 the	moment.	The	 good	news	of	 our	Christian	

faith	is	that	there	is	a	better	world	coming—a	perfect	world—a	world	in	which	people	

would	all	get	on	together—a	world	in	which	all	would	have	the	opportunity	to	develop	

themselves	to	their	fullest	potential,	in	harmony	with	everyone	else.	

	

Isaiah	the	prophet	announced	the	coming	of	that	world	as	part	of	his	Messianic	vision:		
1	A	shoot	shall	come	out	from	the	stump	of	Jesse,	he	writes,	

and	a	branch	shall	grow	out	of	his	roots.	
2	The	spirit	of	the	LORD	shall	rest	on	him,	

the	spirit	of	wisdom	and	understanding,	

the	spirit	of	counsel	and	might,	

the	spirit	of	knowledge	and	the	fear	of	the	LORD.	
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3	His	delight	shall	be	in	the	fear	of	the	LORD.	(Is.	11:1-3	NRSV)	

	

Isaiah	then	goes	on	to	describe	how	this	child	of	David—this	child	of	God—will	judge	or	

rule	the	world.	Then	he	adds,	as	we	heard	earlier:		

	
6	The	wolf	shall	live	with	the	lamb,	

the	leopard	shall	lie	down	with	the	kid,	

the	calf	and	the	lion	and	the	fatling	together,	

and	a	little	child	shall	lead	them.	(Is.	11:6	NRSV)	

	

There	 is	 more—but	 all	 in	 all,	 what	 Isaiah	 describes	 is	 a	 perfect	 world—a	 world	 of	

peace—a	world	of	justice—a	world	of	harmony.	Meanwhile,	however,	both	the	Old	and	

New	Testaments	are	clear	that	the	time	of	universal	peace	is	not	here	yet.	This	is	a	gift	

that	God	will	grant	us	when	he	is	ready.	But	we	also	need	to	be	prepared	for	that	day.		

	

So,	how	do	we	do	that?	How	do	we	prepare	to	receive	God’s	gift	of	eternal	peace?	

	

The	 biblical	 answer	 is	 clear—we	 bring	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 closer—by	 sharing	 in	 it	

now—by	participating	in	it	now—by	spreading	it	around	to	others	before	it	arrives	in	all	

its	fullness.	But	in	order	to	be	able	to	do	that,	we	have	to	accept	another	gift	from	God—

the	gift	of	repentance—the	gift	of	turning	around	and	acknowledging	our	need	for	God’s	

help—of	confessing	our	sinfulness	and	 then	being	able	 to	start	afresh—walking	 in	 the	

path	that	God	shows	us.	

	

I’m	 sure	 many	 of	 you	 read	 the	 cartoons	 in	 the	 Sunday	 papers.	 There’s	 a	 Calvin	 and	

Hobbes	cartoon,	in	which	Calvin	says	to	Hobbs,	“I	feel	bad	that	I	called	Susie	names	and	

hurt	her	feelings.	I’m	sorry	I	did	it.”	

	

“Maybe	you	should	apologize	to	her,”	Hobbes	suggests.	Calvin	ponders	this	for	a	moment	

and	then	replies,	“I	keep	hoping	there’s	a	less	obvious	solution.”	

	

One	of	the	interesting	realities	of	life	is	that	God	has	given	us	an	obvious	solution	to	one	

of	our	greatest	problems—our	 lack	of	peace—that	peace	which	should	be	within	us—

and	that	peace	that	should	exist	around	us.	
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God	has	given	us	an	obvious	solution—but	often,	like	Calvin	we’re	tempted	to	avoid	that	

solution	and	seek	something	a	little	more	obscure.	

	

If	you	were	to	sum	up	the	preaching	of	John	the	Baptist	with	one	word,	that	word	would	

be	“repent”.	

	

Christianity	at	its	most	basic	level	is	about	relationships—our	relationship	with	God	and	

our	relationships	with	each	other.	The	two	are	inseparably	tied	together.		We	prove	the	

reality	of	one	by	the	quality	of	the	other.	

	

Sin,	on	the	other	hand,	puts	a	strain	on	those	relationships—sometimes	it	even	breaks	

them	 completely.	 And	 so,	 when	 we	 confess	 our	 sin	 we	 are	 admitting	 that	 our	

relationship	with	God,	 and	our	 relationship	with	our	neighbour,	 is	 not	 all	 it	 can	be.	 It	

acknowledges	that	we	do	not	always	live	up	to	our	own	standards.	

	

When	we	understand	the	nature	of	sin,	we	gain	a	very	profound	insight	into	our	human	

condition.	Ultimately,	 it	 gives	us	hope—because	God	does	not	want	 to	 leave	us	 in	our	

sin—he	doesn’t	want	 to	 leave	us	 in	 the	mess	 that	we	 so	often	get	ourselves	 into.	God	

wants	 us	 to	 have	 his	 peace	 and	 to	 spread	his	 peace	 to	 others.	 That’s	why	he	 sent	 the	

prophets	to	Israel.	That’s	why	he	sent	 John	the	Baptist	 to	prepare	the	way	for	 Jesus	 in	

our	lives.	And	that’s	why	he	pours	out	the	Holy	Spirit	upon	us.	God	wants	us	to	have	and	

to	live	new	lives—as	citizens	of	his	kingdom	of	peace.	

	

Therefore,	we	need	to	repent	of	our	sin—and	rather	than	that	being	a	burden,	it’s	a	gift	

of	God—a	gift	that	can	go	into	every	part	of	our	life.	It’s	the	announcement	that	we	don’t	

have	to	go	on	 forever	repeating	the	same	tired	mistakes,	crying	the	same	tears,	 falling	

into	the	same	traps.	That	is	what	repentance	means.			

	

Repentance	 means	 breaking	 with	 the	 past,	 changing	 direction.	 Thinking	 about	 it,	

discussing	 it,	 creating	 a	 committee	 to	 study	 it,	 or	 feeling	 sorry	 about	 it	 won’t	 change	

anything.	Repentance	is	something	we	have	to	live	out	each	day.	Not	by	being	sour	and	

mournful,	but	by	seeking	to	do	what	God	tells	us	to	do	through	the	Scriptures—by	trying	

to	 do	what	 God	 urges	 us	 to	 do	 in	 the	 quiet	 depths	 of	 our	 heart.	 Peace	 for	 the	world	

begins	with	peace	 in	our	heart,	 through	repentance—for	only	 from	your	own	peaceful	

heart	can	peace	spread	outwards	to	others.		
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If	we	take	seriously	the	image	that	Isaiah	paints	for	us—where	there	is	no	poor—where	

there	is	no	violence—we	have	to	take	seriously	the	fact	that,	in	the	mind	of	Isaiah,	this	

peace	 can	 only	 come	 about	 through	 killing	 the	 enemies	 of	 God—by	 destroying	 that	

which	robs	us	of	peace—our	pride	and	our	stubbornness—and	by	graciously	accepting	

the	gift	he	gives	us—the	gift	of	repentance,	which	leads	to	peace.		

	

As	we	all	know,	the	Christmas	season	is	a	time	of	giving	gifts.	When	someone	gives	you	a	

gift	in	bright	Christmassy	wrapping	paper	it’s	yours	to	enjoy.	But	you	don’t	just	sit	there	

admiring	 the	 wrapping	 paper.	 A	 gift	 is	 given	 in	 order	 that	 it	 might	 be	 opened	 and	

enjoyed.	Until	you	have	opened	it,	it	is	just	a	potential	gift	and	you	will	never	know	the	

joy	of	what’s	inside.	And	that’s	the	key	to	the	gift	of	repentance.	For	until	we	open	it—

until	 we	 accept	 the	 gracious	 gift	 that	 God	 provides	 for	 us—it	 remains	 nothing	 but	

potential.	Until	we	open	it,	we	cannot	enjoy	the	peace	that	it	promises.	

	

John	came	to	prepare	the	way	for	Jesus—the	Prince	of	Peace.	He	came	and	offered	a	gift	

of	God—a	gift	that	enables	us	to	meet	God	more	fully.	It	is	the	gift	of	repentance.			

	

The	 season	 of	 Advent,	 like	 the	 season	 of	 Lent,	 is	 a	 time	 of	 preparation—a	 time	 for	

squaring	 ourselves	 up	 to	 receive	 the	 gift	 of	 Christ	 at	 Christmas—a	 time	 for	 getting	

ourselves	right	before	God	and	one	another.	To	confess,	to	repent,	is	often	very	difficult.	

Admitting	our	need	for	help—and	believing	that	help	is	available—even	for	us,	can	be	a	

hard	thing	to	do—but	it’s	the	key	to	unlocking	the	future	of	inner	and	of	outer	peace—

the	peace	promised	long	ago—the	peace	that	Jesus	brings	even	now	to	those	who	accept	

God’s	gift	and	which	he	will	bring	fully	to	the	whole	world	on	the	day	of	his	return.	

	

To	him	be	all	glory,	honour,	majesty	and	power.	Amen.	

	

Let	us	pray:		

Help	us	O	God	to	accept	and	to	unwrap	the	gifts	that	you	give	us—especially,	we	ask	you	

to	help	us	accept	the	gift	of	repentance:		

-	to	acknowledge	our	deep	and	abiding	need	for	you		

-	to	confess	that	only	you	can	help	us	find	what	we	are	looking	for:		

That	only	you	can	help	us	repair	our	broken	relationships,	

That	only	you	can	lead	us	to	the	peace	you	want	us	to	have,	

the	peace	that	both	we	and	our	world	so	desperately	needs.	Amen.	


