
SUNDAY DEVOTIONS 
26 APRIL 2020 – EASTER 3 

 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

God of Wonder and of unexpected delight. As we celebrate Christ’s risen presence 
among us today we pray that you would open to us the scripture’s message. Talk to 
us as we journey along life’s way, meet us as we fellowship with one another, and so 
move in us that we may claim all your promises as our own. Open our eyes and 
quicken our hearts, we ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

SONG For the beauty of the Earth  TIS 137 
 
PSALM 116:1-4,12-19 

Out of love the LORD has heard my cry; 
the LORD listened when I called,  
therefore I will proclaim as long as I live. 
What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 
I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people. 
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of God’s faithful ones.  
O LORD, I am your servant; 
I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.  
You have loosed my bonds. 
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD. 
I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all God’s people, 
in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the LORD! 

 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 

When every day seems the same, 
with no one listening to our dreams, 
our hopes, our fears and worries, 
you pause, God our Baker, 
turning your head 
so you can read our lips. 
 
When every road seems the same, 
filled with despair's potholes, 
littered with pain's detritus, 
you come alongside us, God our Lover, 
pointing out that side road 
that will take us to Abba's Fine Eats. 
 
When every step trips us up, 
when every loss weighs us down, 
when every grief breaks our heart, 
you come, God our Keeper, 
with your book of grace 
filled with easy words 
and lots of pictures 
to teach us hope. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PTOfSKXkRa0
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When every one ignores us, 
when every thing disappoints us, 
you walk with us, you talk with us, 
you refuse to abandon us, 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
so hear us as we pray. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Prince of Peace, we confess to you that our actions do not always reflect your ways.  
When we have been wronged, instead of forgiveness at times we seek revenge.  
When we feel left out, instead of seeking understanding at times we judge. When we 
see injustice, at times our own actions are unjust.   
 
Forgive us, O God, when we seek our own ways and not your ways. Hold us to the 
path of peace, justice and reconciliation, mercy and forgiveness. Forgive us, O God, 
when we insist on our own way, our old understandings and comfortable 
interpretations, rather than opening our heart to you, who gave your life for us.   
 
In the name of Christ, our companion on this journey of faith, we pray. Amen. 

 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

This promise is for you and for all who come after you, 
all who are called by the Lord our God: 
through repentance and baptism into Christ, 
your sins will be forgiven 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit will be yours. 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Be at peace. 
Your sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
SONG  Blessing and honour, glory and power  CCLI 3060331 
 
BIBLE READINGS 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
 

1 Peter 1:17-23 
 

Luke 24:13-35   
 
SERMON On the road to Emmaus 
 
SONG Remembrance (The Communion Song) CCLI 5484616 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtvthdz2Ji0
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A14a%2C+36-41&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A17-23&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24%3A13-35+&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oCNwIA6xLc
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Gracious God, we confess that we often do not really expect to see you as we lift the 
cup and eat the bread at your table. We do not expect for you to hear us when we 
pray. Ultimately, we really believe everything depends on us. Forgive us, we pray. 
Kindle in us an ability to walk humbly and listen closely to your presence in our 
midst.  
 
Gracious God, as Peter told the first believers, your promises are for all who believe. 
Yet, we continue to draw lines between us – lines of distrust, prejudice and fear. 
Bring us together in your name. Help us to cling to each other as brothers and sisters 
in our common baptism and in your eternal love. (Acts 2:36-41) 
 
Gracious God, you invite us to bring all our needs to you – our needs for health, 
wholeness, safety, food, clothing and shelter. When we remember ourselves, make 
us bold to bring to you the needs of others who may not know where to turn for 
their daily needs. Help us all to offer you thanks for everything we have and to share 
it with those who have less. (Ps 116:1-4, 12-19) 
 
Gracious God, in mercy for our fallen world, you sent your Son, Jesus, to redeem all 
of creation. Each day, you give us new life so that we might love others as you have 
loved us. We pray for those who live in fear because of neglect, abuse or violence. 
Bring your lasting peace to homes and nations so that all people might come to know 
your will for their lives. (1 Peter 1:17-23) 
 
Gracious God, as we journey through the challenges of life, be our companion and 
help us know you are present. We ask for courage, strength and hope for these 
friends and loved ones... 
 
Today, we pray especially for… 
 
Open our eyes and theirs so that we all may see you with us as we travel through 
life. (Luke 24:13-35) 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SONG 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) CCLI 6016351 
 
  Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes. 
 
WORD OF MISSION AND BENEDICTION 

Go now as witnesses of God’s eternal presence. 
The risen Christ has made himself known to you 
in the breaking of bread, 
so set your faith and hope on God, 
fulfilling your vows and living in genuine mutual love. 
 
And may God hear and respond whenever you call; 
May Christ Jesus make himself known to you in all things; 
And may the Holy Spirit open your eyes and set your hearts on fire with love. 
Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
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ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS 
 
Easter 3 Year A 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Pt. 1:17-23; Lk. 24:13-35             26/04/2020 

 

Way back in January of 1992, somewhere between our 3 year stint at Bible College and 

moving on to Trinity College in Brisbane, our family began worshipping with a new church 

fellowship. There were a number of things that attracted us to that church—there were 

young families attending and they seemed excited about ministry prospects. One of the 

things that attracted us most, was the vision for ministry that the minister had. 

 

As we began worshipping with this group we were excited at the future prospects that lay 

before us. However, just three weeks later, while on a speaking engagement in India, the 

minister had a severe heart attack and passed away. It was a total shock for all of us.  Many 

of us tried to keep the dream alive as the entire church community attempted to deal with 

their grief and loss. But, alas, the dream eventually died also, due to seemingly 

unresolvable personal conflict among some of the members of that congregation. 

 

Have you ever felt sadness, depression or anger over something that you had really hoped 

for but had not worked out. Perhaps you had pinned all your hopes on a particular job 

that you had applied for, only to find out that it had been given to someone else. Or 

perhaps there was some other circumstance that you had hoped for but had failed to come 

to fruition—a relationship, an exam, a qualification. 

 

Life is full of such experiences—some are relatively insignificant and so we get over them 

fairly quickly—others are more serious and take longer to come to terms with. While we 

are doing that, we have to deal with all kinds of emotions like disappointment, anger and 

frustration. 

 

The two people who happened to be returning home from Jerusalem to a small village 

called Emmaus, that we heard this morning from Luke’s account of the gospel, were 

dealing with just these sorts of emotions. As they walked, three days after the death of 

Jesus, they spoke of their disappointment and anger at what had happened. All had been 

lost. The one whom they thought had come to overthrow their Roman oppressors and 

establish God’s rule on Earth had been brutally tortured and murdered, for a crime he did 

not commit—and, to make matters worse, it had been instigated and sanctioned by the 

ruling Jewish religious authorities. Then there was the unlikely report of the women who 

went to the tomb and supposedly found it empty. Perhaps there was just a little hope of 

some kind of miracle—but certainly no proof for them. As they walked, they struggled 

between anticipation and fear, between hope and despair. 

 

And then, they were joined by a third person. It’s a little bit like one of those super-hero 

movies. We know who it is, but his true identity was hidden from the other two men. The 

conversation that followed shows us the reason Luke included this little pericope in his 

account of the gospel. We discover, as we read it, that the main purpose of this story is to 

establish the fact of the resurrection. Luke does this in two ways: First, he does it by 
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showing that Jesus’ resurrection was the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy and 

secondly he does it by establishing witnesses to his resurrection. And from these two 

things, we gain some further understanding of how it all relates to us. 

 

I am sure that you all realize that reading the Bible, or big chunks of it, over and over again 

can be a very rewarding experience—particularly if it’s done in an attitude of prayer and 

with an openness to learn. If you have ever done it—and I hope you all have—you will 

know what I mean. Each time you read a passage, hopefully, you will gain new and 

valuable insights. But sometimes we need a little help in our understanding. I am 

unconvinced by those who say that the Holy Spirit is all they need to be able to interpret 

the Bible. Some of you may disagree with me (you wouldn’t be the first), and that’s OK, 

but I would be interested in how you might come to that conclusion. 

 

We may purchase some books to help us—commentaries, books on Biblical history, 

theology etc., or attend a Bible Study, so that we can interact with others and learn 

together. Each time we undertake these activities, we gain fresh understanding. 

Sometimes we’re surprised that, what has now become an obvious truth, was not more 

easily seen on previous occasions. How blind we can sometimes be to insights that should 

be staring us in the eyes. 

 

This is the problem that faced the two disciples as they walked—sure in their hearts that 

Jesus was the promised Messiah but unable to come to terms with his death on the cross. 

Their hopes had been dashed. Something in their understanding was missing. 

 

While the two disciples walked along the road, they suddenly became aware of a third 

person walking beside them. When this person interrupted their thoughts by asking, 

“What are you talking about as you walk?” they stopped—and the sadness on their faces 

must have become evident. Amidst tears and perhaps with a little anger, the disciple 

whose name we are told is Cleopas answered, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem 

who doesn’t know what's been happening there these last few days?” It’s as if he was 

saying to this newcomer, “What the heck do you think we were talking about? Are you 

deaf and blind as well as stupid?” Poor Cleopas. You can really feel for him. 

 

After Jesus gently rebuked them for not understanding something that should have been 

clear to them, he took them on a journey of discovery through their own Scriptures. He 

showed them, first, how it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and die. Then, he 

showed them how the Scriptures pointed to the resurrection. So, through Jesus’ 

exposition of the Scriptures, they learned that everything that had happened to Jesus was 

in total accord with the prophetic word—and that in spite of his death, he would be 

revealed as Conqueror. And as they listened intently, while Jesus spoke, their hearts began 

to burn with excitement within them. 

 

If ever there was a Bible Study that I would have liked have been a part of, it was that one. 

The fact that at that time they did still not recognize Jesus is quite interesting. It may have 

been because the Risen Jesus was considerably different in appearance to the way he was 

before. It’s even possible that God somehow caused them to be unable to recognise him 
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so that they might be prepared for the revelation of the Risen Jesus through a fresh 

understanding of the prophecies of his resurrection. Whatever the reason, their blindness 

toward the person of the Risen Christ, parallels the fact they had been blinded to the 

revelation in the Scriptures, of Jesus as the Messiah, who was to suffer, die and rise again. 

 

But wait, there’s more. 

 

Have you ever been working on a problem that you thought you could never solve. You 

try it this way and that way. You look at the problem from all different angles and just 

when you are about to give it up as hopeless, the penny drops and everything falls into 

place. Sometimes it can happen when you’re not even thinking about it. It’s that revelation 

that suddenly gives way to the Archimedean cry of “Eureka,” I’ve found it. Suddenly it all 

makes sense. And hopefully, unlike Archimedes, you don’t run up the street naked 

shouting it. Just sayin’. 

 

The initial blindness of these two disheartened disciples, unable to recognize their 

Messiah in front of them, provided Jesus with the opportunity to share with them the 

revelation of himself in the Scriptures. Their recognition of their fellow traveler as Jesus, 

only came after he had taken the initiative at the dinner table and who, after giving thanks, 

with the significance that only he could have given it, broke the bread. 

 

Now, not only did they have the revelation of Scripture, but they had physical proof that 

Jesus had, indeed, been risen from the dead. They remembered their conversation along 

the road and how it made them feel. Unable to contain this to themselves they 

immediately set of to run (note “run”) the twelve kilometres back to Jerusalem to tell the 

other disciples. When they got there, the place was already abuzz with excitement, for 

Jesus had already appeared to Peter. And so, together, they shared their renewed hope, 

through Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

But wait, there’s more. 

 

The experience of these two disciples from Emmaus, bares even further thought for us. 

We should understand, by now, that the physical appearance of the Risen Jesus and the 

disciples’ recognition of him when he broke the bread, was significant proof, to them, if 

not to others, of his resurrection. But, the breaking of the bread by the post-resurrected 

Jesus and his sudden disappearance, highlights another important fact—the revelation 

that from this point on, Christians are able to have fellowship with the risen Lord. Christ 

is not dead. He is alive. 

 

For the disciples, fellowship with Jesus was never going to be the same again. Jesus, in his 

glorified state would come and go—appear and disappear at will—until the time of his 

ascension. During this time, he restored their hope and encouraged them for their 

ministry that was to come. For us, however, who have not had the good fortune to spend 

time with Jesus in the flesh, he has sent the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us, as Christ indwells 

the Church. This show us that the life and ministry of the Church, and our own new life in 
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Christ, is dependent on the Risen Christ. Christ’s resurrection has paved the way for our 

life in Christ. 

 

When we celebrate Holy Communion, we celebrate it with the Risen Christ, because when 

Jesus gave thanks and broke the bread in the house of the two disciples, he deliberately 

pointed to the truth of his risen presence with us at his table. 

 

We also recognise the fact that, in the disciples’ exclamation of how they felt as Jesus 

walked with them along the road, the risen Jesus, prepares us for the revelation of himself 

to us. Christ works in our lives even before he is revealed to us. Theologians call that 

prevenient grace—God’s action in our lives before our conversion. While the two disciples 

were initially blind to the identity of the person who walked and talked with them, Jesus 

was nevertheless preparing them, through the revelation of Scripture, for a revelation of 

himself. When we come to a knowledge of Christ, we can often look back at our 

experiences and what we have been taught and see how that has prepared us for where 

we are now. 

 

Yet we also discover from this passage that although Jesus prepares us for the revelation 

of himself, we have the opportunity of inviting him in or not. How miserable would the 

lives of the two disciples have been, had they not extended their hospitality and invited 

Jesus into their house to eat with them. Jesus would not have broken the bread and they 

would not have had the opportunity of recognizing their travelling companion as their 

Saviour. And they would still have been lost in their grief. 

 

The account of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, given to us in such detail by Luke, 

shows us, first, the validation of the resurrection, through the revelation of the Scriptures 

and his risen physical presence. It also shows us the ongoing significance of the 

resurrection in the life of the Church and our lives as believers, especially in our worship 

and in particular, our celebration of Holy Communion. 

 

To him be all the glory, honour majesty and power. Amen. 


